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One of the most recognized sleuths in all of fiction, Miss Marple is the proper English gentlewoman

who never misses a chance to gossip. This bright-eyed elderly detective stars in this collection of 13

titles, including: "The Tuesday Night Club," "The Idol House of Astarte," "Ingots of Gold," "The

Blood-Stained Pavement," "Motive Versus Opportunity," "The Thumb Mark of Saint Peter," "The

Blue Geranium," "The Compassion," "The Four Suspects," "A Christmas Tragedy," "The Herb of

Death," "The Affair at the Bungalow," and "Death by Drowning."
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The short stories herein are the first 5 of the Marple collection _The Thirteen Problems_. See my

reviews if you're interested in the whole collection, which was divided into 3 separate unabridged

recordings narrated by Joan Hickson. Where stories have appeared elsewhere under different

names, the title used in this recording (which is the original title) is listed first."The Tuesday Night

Club" (December, 1927) Raymond West, the writer, is visiting his aunt Jane Marple at her home in

St. Mary Mead, and is playing host to a few friends when he opens the subject of unsolved

mysteries. The company, representing several professions and outlooks on life, offers different

opinions on who is best equipped to solve such problems, and they decide to put the issue to a

practical test. Every Tuesday, one member will tell the story of a problem to which he or she knows

the answer, and the others will try to solve it.Unsurprisingly, Sir Henry Clithering, lately retired from

Scotland Yard, is asked to tell his story first, and he selects a case that wasn't solved when it first

arose; the solution has just come into his hands, and an arrest will soon be made. Middle-aged Mr.



and Mrs. Jones, together with her companion Miss Clark, all shared a meal featuring tinned lobster

just after Mr. Jones' return from a business trip; they were ill afterwards, and Mrs. Jones (who had

the money) died of it. Local gossip prompted an official autopsy that found Mrs. Jones had died of

arsenical poison, but no one seemed to have had an opportunity to poison her without poisoning

everyone at the meal."The Idol House of Astarte", a.k.a. "The 'Supernatural' Murder" (1928) Dr.

Pender, an elderly clergyman, tells a story of a tragic death at a house party in his youth.
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